CHAPTER   X
I entered Nagpur during Utsavam time just as I entered Hyderabad
during festival time previously. Srlkrishna Navaratri Utsavam is being per-
formed with great splendour here. In every house, people are celebrating
* Pasalapongali' in relation to cattle and men just as we perform such a festival
in our country.    I discarded here the private tents (the sepoy tents) which
I purchased at Hyderabad as they have become old ;   I have acquired one
private tent, one single pole-double top tent along with another flannel tent.
In addition, 1 have arranged for six horses   for the pilgrimage to Kasi at the
rate of Rs. 15/- per horse.    The four tents, tent pegs, mats for spreading in the
tents etc., are all to be carried on the six  horses engaged by me. I paid 15 days
wages and released the bullocks which came with us from Hyderabad to enable
them  to  return home.     I retained two kalasees and one  Chenchu man
with me.    I also arranged for the carrying of three portable cots in the freight
to be carried by one of my luggage carriers for use in tents to give us protec-
tion from cold on the floor.
Nagpur rupees are the coins in circulation here. However no loss is
incurred here while exchanging such rupees as at Hyderabad. The' duddoos'
nowever are exchangeable at different rates in different towns ; one has to
enquire the exchange rates in each region. One Nagpur rupee is equivalent
to 322 Duddoos, The difference in Duddoos for a rupee is negligible. Mr.
Groeme who is affectionate towards me gave me the assistance of one kasa
Bantroth (Peon) during the entire period of my stay at Nagpur. In addition
to giving me details of the roads to be taken by me, he has arranged for the kings
* farwana * for me along with two peons to accompany me upto Jubbulpore.
He has also given me reference books to indicate the way to be taken by me
along with letters of recommendation   to Europeans known to him.   May
the Lord protect him for the assistance given by him!   While travelling long
distances, the side poles of the palanquin are in active motion at least for two
zamus everyday and as a result the palanquin is subjected to swaying and other
movements ; therefore if these poles are not fixed properly by screws, the
palanquin makes creaking noises.   Later the palanquin itself is likely to be in
danger ;   the  two  palanquins brought by me from Madras were not fixed
strongly with the result that the moolasthambhams (central poles) split into two
letting me down in a forest.   Two palanquins started creaking by the time I
reached Hyderabad.    Fearing that these palanquins may let me down, I
gifted them to one Thomas Bameer and purchased a new traveller's palanquin
for a hundred rupees.   Another palanquin was repaired and given by me to
Doyle Quirxang and a new palanquin purchased for 75 rupees from a Mucchi-
man.   Even these two palanquins started creaking by the time I reached
Godavari as they were only fixed with leather patties ; these were repaired
again by me at NirmaL   Another ' dandee s in one of the palanquins started